
Dear Seven Hills Families, 
 
We hope you are having restful summers. 
 
We are writing to communicate our latest thinking about our school safety protocols for 
the 2021-22 year. We apologize for the delay, but as you know, the landscape has been 
changing very rapidly, and we wanted to be sure that we were basing our protocols on 
the most current research, data, and guidance from public health officials. 
 
As we have throughout the pandemic, the administrative team has relied heavily on 
guidance from the CDC, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), and, especially, 
our own COVID Advisory team, comprised of infectious disease specialists and 
pediatricians who are also school parents. 
 
We all want to provide the most "normal" experience possible for our students. And we 
are well aware of the toll the pandemic has taken on our students’ social lives and, 
even, their mental health. So, we have tried to revise our protocols for 2021-22 to make 
our students’ experience as comfortable as possible.     
 
That said, with infection rates associated with the “delta variant” now rising in our area, 
we also feel a strong obligation to err on the side of caution.  We do this not only to 
safeguard the health and safety or our students, faculty and staff, and their families, but 
also to give all of our students the very best chance for an uninterrupted, in-person 
learning experience throughout the year.  
 
We so appreciate all of the efforts that our families have made to safeguard the health 
and safety of our community.  The results of our summer surveys indicate virtually 
universal vaccination rates of among our employees.  The vaccination rates among 
age-eligible students in grades 7 - 12 are also quite high (currently north of 80%, with 
about 60 surveys still out), but, in the judgment of our COVID advisors, still not high 
enough to allow us to drop our guard completely.  
 
We will soon post these new safety protocols on-line in greater detail, but here are the 
highlights: 
 
In-Person Learning 
Our highest priority is to revert to in-person learning as fully as possible. Close, in-
person relationships are an essential element of the student experience at Seven Hills, 
critical both to students’ academic progress and to their mental health and well-being.  
Accordingly, for 2021-22, we will offer remote learning only in very rare circumstances: 
to students with a documented medical condition, approved by our nursing team, or to 
students who must be quarantined for an extended period because of exposure to 
COVID. 
 
Masking on Campus 



For much of the summer, this has been the knottiest issue because, as you likely know, 
until very recently, the CDC and the AAP had issued conflicting guidance for schools, 
the CDC recommending masking for unvaccinated students and the AAP 
recommending masking for all, regardless of vaccination status. 
 
Now that the CDC has revised its guidance to align with the AAP, our path is clearer. 
After consulting again with our COVID Advisory team, we have decided that for at least 
the first four weeks of the school year, we will follow the congruent guidelines of the 
AAP and the CDC, requiring all students, faculty and staff, and visitors to wear 
masks while indoors on campus. No masks will be required in outdoor settings.  

Honestly, this decision has been relatively easy for students under 12, who are not, as 
yet, eligible for vaccination. Both the CDC and AAP have consistently recommended 
masking for students in classrooms where students are not yet age-eligible 
for vaccination, and we expect that those recommendations will continue until a vaccine 
is available for students under 12. 

The trickier decision has been the masking policy for grades 7 - 12, where a significant 
portion of our students are already fully vaccinated.  While some schools in our area 
seem to be adopting a "mask optional" approach, we have decided, at least at the start 
of the year, to take a more conservative approach, even in grades 7 - 12. 

Given the recent surge in COVID cases associated with the highly transmissible “delta 
variant,” until we have a better understanding of how the virus might spread, especially 
among unvaccinated students, we will follow the recommendation of our 
COVID Advisory Team and adopt the “universal masking requirement” now 
recommended by both the CDC and the AAP and, most recently, in or own community, 
by Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. 

We feel strongly that, in the long run, this more cautious approach, at least while case 
counts are rising in our area, gives us the best chance of granting all of our students, 
not just those who are fully vaccinated, the freedom to circulate safely around the 
campus, to gather with friends and classmates, and to meet individually or in small 
groups with their teachers without having to worry about or single out others based on 
their vaccination status.  It will also help us avoid having to quarantine large numbers of 
students, as we had to last year.  
 
As always, we intend to monitor the situation carefully, tracking the evolving guidance 
from public health officials, trends in the Cincinnati area, and our own lived experience. 
If the vaccination rates among students in grades 7 - 12 climb above 90%, case 
counts in Cincinnati begin to diminish once again, and if, most importantly, we 
learn from the experience of others that a school can operate 
safely without universal masking, we will reconsider our approach, in grades 7 -
12, after that initial four-week period.  
 
Quarantine and Isolation 



We will follow the requirements established by Cincinnati Health Department and the 
CDC, which mandate isolation of those who test positive for COVID-19 and quarantine 
for those who are determined to be “close contacts” (defined as being within 3 feet of a 
positive case for 15 minutes or more, within the prior 48 hours). 
 
These mandates do vary, depending on an individual’s vaccination status.  
Fully Vaccinated Individuals 
No quarantine is required, unless exhibiting symptoms.  
Individuals Not Fully Vaccinated 
Must isolate for 10 days; may return to school on the 11th day if not experiencing 
symptoms or on the 8th day with a negative test, taken at least five days after exposure. 
Not fully vaccinated, but has previously tested positive 
Must quarantine, as above, if the previous positive test was more than 90 days earlier. 
 
Because, in accordance with these guidelines, our nurses will have to make quarantine 
decisions on the basis of vaccination status, we will need all families of vaccine-
eligible students in grade 7 - 12 to complete the vaccination survey before the 
start of the school. 
 
Seating Charts 
To assist with contact tracing, we will continue to ask teachers to keep classroom 
seating charts, though teachers may also break students into groups or have them work 
with partners in a socially-distanced way. We’ll also ask students to keep track of their 
close contacts in other indoor settings. 
 

Staggered Drop-Off and Pick-Up 
On the Hillsdale Campus, we will continue to stagger drop-off and pickup times by 
division in order to minimize crowding, but on both campuses, students will no longer be 
required to enter their classrooms through exterior doors.  And, in our Lower Schools, 
parents or caregivers can again escort their children to classrooms, if they are masked 
(though, because of the construction on the Hilldale Campus, parking will be very 
limited). You will hear more about this from division heads in the opening mailing.  
 
Returning to Normal 
Having learned a great deal from our experience last year, we will try, in most other 
respects, to revert to our normal procedures.  
 
The masking protocols I have outlined above will enable us to eliminate the use of desk 
shields in classrooms. Before and after care will operate as normal. We will resume the 
regular use of our cafeterias, with socially distanced seating at lunch tables. We will 
again be able to gather for divisional assemblies, performances, and special events.  
We will resume day field trips, during which school protocols will be in effect, as well as 
any others in place at the venues to which we travel. 
 
A Final Note 



It is, of course, quite frustrating, for all of us, to see the pandemic re-emerging after all 
of our efforts last year.  We all want, as quickly as we can, to return to our normal lives 
and provide as rich as possible an experience for our children. 
 
In spite of the frustration we may feeI, we can, we think, begin the new school year with 
a great deal of optimism.  All last year, even in the height of the pandemic, the safety 
protocols we put in place worked extremely effectively.  Because of all of our efforts, 
there were virtually no cases of in-school transmission.  We have every reason to 
believe that now that so many more in our community are fully vaccinated, we will have 
an even smother experience this year.  
 
If we can all hang in there, just a little bit longer, and work together to keep our 
community as safe as possible, we will soon be able to surmount this new challenge 
and resume the lives we all treasure.        
  
Obviously, in these polarized times, there is likely to be a range of opinions about these 
safety protocols. Some may feel that these protocols go too far, others not far enough. 
We have, as always, followed the guidance of medical authorities and advisors and 
done the best we can to balance the need for safety with our desire to provide as 
comfortable an experience as possible for our students.   
 
As always, to make these protocols work, we will need the full cooperation of all of our 
students and their families. We would ask you all, regardless of how you may feel about 
some of these protocols, to trust us and to support us in our efforts to keep all of our 
students as safe and as happy as possible.  
 
As the situation continues to evolve, we will continue to track our experience, consult 
with public health authorities and our medical advisors, learn from our own lived 
experience and from that of other schools, and make any necessary adjustments  
 
We are all looking forward to a much more normal experience for our students in 2021-
22, and we hope, above all, to sustain the close, cooperative spirit of community that 
has always defined Seven Hills. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the summer.  We look forward to seeing you and your children when 
school resumes. 
 
Warmly, 
 
 
Joy Copfer, RN, BSN, LSN 

Christopher P. Garten, Head of School 


